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Licensing Your Business 
Florida doesn’t require or issue a state-wide business operating license. That means you don’t have to have a 

license from the state of Florida JUST to run your business. HOWEVER, depending on the business you are 

operating, different licenses may be required at the federal, state and local levels.   

Many businesses or occupations in Florida require either a state-issued license, permit or registration before you 

can legally open your business.  Operating a business without the required license could lead to fines, closure of 

your business, or other legal consequences.  

Step 1:  Know What Licenses You Need 

Federal Business Licenses 

While most businesses do not require a federal license or permit, some do.   

Learn more about each industry license by clicking on the agency links in the individual descriptions below. 

• Agriculture – If you import or transport animals, animal products, biologics, biotechnology, or plants 

across state lines, you may need to apply for a permit from the  U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA).  

• Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco products – If you manufacture, wholesale, import, or sell alcoholic 

beverages at a retail location, you may need to register your business and obtain certain federal 

permits (for tax purposes) with the U.S. Treasury Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB).  

• Aviation – If your business involves the operation of an aircraft or the transportation of goods or 

people via air or aircraft maintenance, you may need to apply for a license with the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA)  

• Commercial Fisheries – If your business is involved with commercial fishing, you may be required to 

obtain a license for fishing activities from the NOAA Fisheries Service.  

• Drug Manufacturing – Businesses manufacturing drugs may need a license from the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA).  

• Firearms, Ammunition, and Explosives – If you manufacture, deal or import firearms, ammunitions 

or explosives, you may need to apply for one or more licenses with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms, and Explosives (ATF).  

• Fish and Wildlife – Businesses engaged in any wildlife-related activity, including the import/export 

of wildlife and derivative products, may need to obtain an appropriate permit from the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service.   

• Ground Transportation and Logistics – Businesses involved in ground transportation, trucking, or 

operating an oversized or overweight vehicle, will be regulated by the U.S. Department of 

Transportation.  The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will issue permits for oversized 

and overweight vehicles.  

https://www.volusiabusinessresources.com/
https://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/
https://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/
https://www.ttb.gov/
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates
https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/contact-directory/fishing-permits-and-licenses
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/center-drug-evaluation-and-research-cder/cder-contact-information
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/center-drug-evaluation-and-research-cder/cder-contact-information
https://www.atf.gov/explosives/apply-license
https://www.atf.gov/explosives/apply-license
https://www.fws.gov/elicense/
https://www.fws.gov/elicense/
https://www.fdot.gov/maintenance/owodpermits.shtm
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• Investment Advising – Investment advising services, may be required to obtain a license from the 

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).  

• Maritime Transportation – If you provide ocean transportation or facilitate the shipment of cargo 

by sea, you may need to apply for a license from the Federal Maritime Commission.  

• Radio and Television Broadcasting – Businesses that broadcasts information by radio, television, 

wire, satellite, and cable require licensing through the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  

Florida State Business Licenses 

Florida law does require state licenses and certifications for occupations that require extensive training – or 

expose consumers to potential hazards. Those occupations are: 

• Accountants 

• Architects, interior designers, and engineers 

• Athlete agents 

• Barbers and cosmetologists 

• Building contractors and other construction-related occupations 

• Lawyers 

• Medical professionals 

• Private investigators and other security services 

• Real estate brokers and salespeople 

• And more 

The primary issuer of business licenses is the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR).  

There you will be able to find a complete list of all the occupations the organization regulates. 

SEARCH AND APPLY FOR FLORIDA STATE REGULATED PROFESSIONAL LICENSING  

Volusia County Contractor Licenses   

Volusia County Contractor Licensing activity establishes a centralized and uniform system for the local regulation 

and discipline of registered contractors, the listing and discipline of state certified contractors pursuant to 

Chapter 489, Florida Statutes Parts I and II, and the regulation and discipline of local specialty contractors 

pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Volusia County Code of Ordinances within the unincorporated county and all 

the municipalities within Volusia County except for the City of Pierson.   

Learn more and apply for licenses at Volusia County Building and Code Administration.  

  

https://www.volusiabusinessresources.com/
https://www.sec.gov/reportspubs/investor-publications/divisionsmarketregbdguidehtm.html
https://www.fmc.gov/about-the-fmc/bureaus-offices/bureau-of-certification-and-licensing/
https://www.fcc.gov/licensing-databases/licensing
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/licensing-and-regulation/
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/DBPR/licensing-and-regulation/
https://www.volusia.org/services/growth-and-resource-management/building-and-zoning/contractor-licensing/
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Locally Mandated Licensing 

Each municipality may require special licenses for certain occupations.  Contact your city or town to determine 
what licenses they may require.   

City of Daytona Beach 

City of Daytona Beach Shores 

City of Debary 

City of Deland 

City of Deltona 

City of Edgewater 

City of Holly Hill 

City of Lake Helen 

City of New Smyrna Beach 

City of Oak Hill 

City of Orange City 

City of Ormond Beach 

Town of Pierson 

Town of Ponce Inlet 

City of Port Orange 

City of South Daytona 

 

Step 2:  Apply for Your Licenses 
Use the links provided in the descriptions above on this page to start your licensing applications. 

NEED SOME GUIDANCE? 

If you need further assistance, contact a Volusia Business Resources Business Specialist at (386) 248-8048. 

 

https://www.volusiabusinessresources.com/
https://www.codb.us/258/Permits-Licensing
https://dbshores.org/154/Community-Services
https://debary.org/ed/page/start-business
https://www.deland.org/179/Building---Business-Tax-Receipts-Permitt
https://www.deltonafl.gov/188/Business-Tax-Office
https://www.cityofedgewater.org/ed/page/starting-business
https://www.hollyhillfl.org/cd/page/building-division
https://www.lakehelen.org/government/permits-building-forms-business-tax-city-codes-maps
https://www.cityofnsb.com/500/Business
https://www.oakhillfl.com/departments/building-department
https://www.orangecityfl.gov/departments/development-services/building-division/
https://www.ormondbeach.org/328/Building-Permits
https://www.townofpierson.org/building-department.html
https://www.ponce-inlet.org/148/Building-Permitting
https://www.port-orange.org/35/Doing-Business
https://www.southdaytona.org/department/index.php?structureid=55



